JAN 1, 2009

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

2008 was a great year except for the smoke from CA fires the last 2 weeks of June and the first week of July.  Many badges were earned and some records were set.  Our annual trip to Bishop was outstanding.

2009 brings the Thermal Camp a little later than last year, June 8-12, 2009 and should be even better soaring and Stoney is running the camp this year. Then Cross Country Camp comes June 14-19 and Dave Prather is in charge.  Our Bishop trip will be the following week.

DUES:  2009 dues are payable now - $200 per year ($100 for a family member) paid in January or $60/quarter.  Send to NSA, PO BOX 20181, RENO, NV 89515-0181.  This will save a lot of trouble sending out invoices if you mail your dues in.

WAIVERS:  Anyone who is not a member of NSA needs to sign a waiver before they fly or ride in our gliders or are towed behind Blue Tow.  This is very important.

CLUB STATUS:  The old NSA expired May 2008 automatically after 50 years.  Rather than renew it’s status we elected to form a new NSA as the taxes were never filed for 50 years on the old NSA.  We have a new checking account with an EIN number and will file the tax reports in 2009 for 2008.  The new NSA was formed in Nov. 2008.  NSA owns Blue Tow only. Papers will be filed to make the new NSA a 501c3 club.

FINANCES:  NSA has $27,370 in the checking acct and Sierra Fliers has $1061.  

NSA received a nice thank you from the Ty White Family for the contribution after their great tragedy.

ASI – a reminder that all NSA and/or Sierra Fliers members MUST also be a member of ASI.  Fees are free your first year and then just $50/year.  Contact is Ty White, 41600 Marigold Dr, Fremont, CA 94539 or tylerwhite@earthlink.net.

SSA -  everyone should be a member of SSA as we are a charter club and receive a discount on our Pawnee insurance.  Membership is $65/yr.

PASCO – We encourage everyone to join PASCO.  Dues are $25/yr and Ty White is the contact again.  PASCO promotes safety, FAA liaison, Westwind magazine/newsletter, awards, competitions, education, and much more.

BLUE TOW is flying again after being down for 2 months.  The cylinder burning oil was reworked and replaced. JJ Aircraft Repair and Gill’s Engines did a lot of work at a VERY reasonable price.  They must like us.  At the same time we replaced the baffling which keeps the airflow through the engine for cooling and is very important.  We flew Blue 6 hours in December, flying every Saturday plus a couple other days.  NSA and ASI bought 1000 gal of fuel ahead when the prices went down.  Ed Lord found us a very good 2000 gal. fuel tank which will replace the fuel truck that was leaking.
CHRISTMAS PARTY:  After Christmas, on Sat, 27 Dec. we had fun flying, patterns, no spoiler landings, and just had fun.  Then we had an informal meeting and afterwards had some good food and an enjoyable social gathering till dark.  

WEB SITE:  After a few false starts over a 2 year period, the web site (nevadasoaring.com) is finally coming together.  Pete Casti (Skimmer) and Stoney are the scrambling to put one together. We need photos of NSA/ASI people and aircraft and people and the ASI layout to make it truly our own.  Any articles or stories or links to them are also welcome.   We feel a functional website is important and we have essentially been without for some time now.  

VOLUNTEERS:  We are a volunteer organization and we need all the help we can get.  There’s a lot to do and sometimes maybe just we don’t ask when we should but PLEASE help out when you can. Take on a project or use your expertise to fix some equipment.  Right now Saturdays are the busiest.  But come Thermal and Cross Country Camp
and the Sports Class event we need all the volunteers we can muster.

Greg and Maria Herold are watching Air Sailing while Lee is away taking care of his Mom. Lee returned a few days after Christmas and is planning to stay till mid Feb.

PC - If anyone has an old PC, monitor, and keyboard we could sure use one at ASI.

BADGES & AWARDS:  December SOARING had 7 NSA/ASI awards.  LARRY SUTER got GOLD Altitude, DALE ROBERTS, MARK VIOLET, and KIM SEARS (Thermal Camp) got SILVER Altitude, WILL LUMPKIN got a C badge, and ROLF PETERSON set a Nevada State record for Sports Class, Free Distance of 141.6sm.  Sports Class is a new category so there are many records to set next summer.

JANUARY SOARING had TRISTAN ARMSTRONG awarded his A & B badge and ROLF PETERSON awarded an SSA distance award.

On 19 Dec. a storm came through and blew away Tim Tobin’s storage and also blew the side of the bubble in on NEXRAD when the winds were recorded at 140 mph!  

A wind farm has been approved for the Virginia Range.  One might also be built on the Dogskins if the 12,500 housing project is approved.

SAFETY:  This summer a camp attendee in a glass ship flew from ASI to Silver Springs for his first cross country.  Coming back he got low over the white mine west of Fernley

and proceeded over the alfalfa fields along the Truckee, over I-80, and over the rest area and the operating engineers complex behind the rest area and tried to land on a 2 track road.  It wasn’t a very good place to land but it might have gone OK except he hit a large (1 foot) rock and it catapulted him and he drug a wingtip and it cart wheeled the glider and smashed the cockpit.  Luckily he wasn’t injured but it totaled the glider.

When you’re getting low, keep a suitable landing site in your hip pocket instead of just heading toward home.  Once Varian and Chukar were getting low coming back from 7990’ in 897 and it looked like they might not make it back to ASI.  So instead of heading direct toward ASI, they headed  toward Tule which usually has thermals but opened up the option of landing in the alfalfa fields if they didn’t get any additional lift.  They made it back safely to ASI.  The lesson is if you may have to land out think it through, set yourself up properly and do it safely.  No problem, we’ll come and get you. 

This year let’s plan on a Badge Blitz at ASI.  NSA has 3 working flight recorders, 2 Colibris and a Volkslogger.  This spring we’ll have a class on how to use them and also on how to be an observer for someone else’s badge.  As mentioned successful Badge flights are published in the SSA magazine with our location, a great advertisement for our Club.

LET’S HAVE A GREAT SOARING YEAR 
FLY SAFE, HAVE FUN.

NSA, THE SOARING SPIRIT

